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What does it take to become an effective leader? Commander Oceanographic System Atlantic
(COSL) is the fifth volume of The Master Chief’s Sea Stories by Master Chief Johnny J. Moye
USN, Ret. This latest collection charts Moye’s COMOCEANSYSSLANT/COSL duty as a
communications system specialist in the United States Navy. Tasked with many responsibilities,
Moye is responsible for inspecting U.S naval facilities and Surface Towed Array Sensor Ships.

This memoir manages to bridge the gap between Navy officers and regular, everyday people.
Compelling themes such as leadership and the importance of family are examined throughout.
An example of this is when Moye reflects on his own leadership style, which seeks to support
and guide others, rather than taking a strictly authoritarian approach. I found his anecdote about
helping to support two struggling officers through their radioman examinations to be both
touching and heartfelt. Clearly, Moye cares about those he’s responsible for, which helps us to
build a rapport with him throughout the narrative. He also reaches out to his audience on a
personal level, stating, “...our stories may be different, yet they are the same.”

Moye’s balanced, tactful combination of “soft” and “hard” approaches is illuminating. He
chooses not to penalize others unnecessarily or to run them down with harsh comments. An
example of this is when he chooses not to punish an officer who was late for his shift, when
others in his position might have reacted differently. His leadership style varies from more
arrogant, aggressive approaches. For instance, RM1 Smart chooses to “dictate rather than
inform,” a leadership style that frustrates Moye. Conversely, the author views himself as a
teacher, whose job involves supporting and guiding others throughout their respective careers.

Descriptions of the “aquamarine-tinted water-filled bay” of the Bermuda Islands and the frozen
landscapes of Keflavik, Iceland, will no doubt appeal to fans of travel fiction. Other settings
include London, along with Canada and the United States. There is an abundance of factual
naval information. This includes the Navy Rights and Responsibilities program, which reflected
a pivotal shift in expectations in the 1980s. This challenged the “drunken sailor” stereotype,
reframing the general public’s perception of U.S Navy officers. There is also an emphasis on
inclusion and diversity, with more female members being recruited throughout the years.

Some readers might find the heavy emphasis on the Navy to be a little overwhelming at times.

However, the memoir is kept interesting through the inclusion of photographs and other
documents at key turning points. An image of Crooked Creek, for example, which is located near

Providing book by book publicity for Indie Authors since 2005.


http://www.readerviews.com/

the author’s childhood home, adds a visual element to the chapter centered around his father’s
passing away.

If you’ve always wondered what goes on behind closed doors in the U.S Navy, then The Master
Chief’s Sea Stories: Commander Oceanographic System Atlantic (COSL) by Master Chief
Johnny J. Moye USN, Ret. is for you. Factual, behind-the-scenes information, such as the
challenges involved in conducting inspections at naval facilities, will keep those with an interest
in the subject hooked throughout.



